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The VUU / UUJAZ Arizona Legislative Alert   -  A 50 Week Plan  

What to Expect: AZ Legislature – 2017 
Watch List, Calendar and More    

Shining a bright light for socially-just public policy in Arizona 
All opinions are those of the author, Anne L. Schneider, PhD 

 

 

 January 8, 2017  

If you want to be added to or taken from this e-mail list, contact legislativeadvocacy@vuu.org 

 

  

What’s inside?   
 Problems with contacting Senators McCain and Flake!  Phone message machines were 

full, e-mails were redirecting us to their “forms”… see below for new contact 

information.  This is good.  Overwhelming response.   

 

 50 Week Action items for this week – (1) attend the opening of the AZ Legislature, 

Monday, (9 a.m. for “People’s State of the State,” and (2)   Read “Indivisible:  A Practical 

Guide for Resisting the Trump Agenda.”   

 

 WATCH LIST – Priorities to watch in the AZ Legislature, plus substantive updates on 

things to watch for in economic justice, education, immigration & refugees, etc.  

 

 Mark Your Calendar – amazing # of events!!!   

 

Find your state legislative district here:     http://azredistricting.org/districtlocator/ 

 

c 

   

  

CONTACT INFORMATION: U.S. CONGRESS.  These phone and e-mails should work!  If the 

Washington phone messages are full, call the local office.  The e-mail links go to the forms 

they want filled out, but the direct e-mails are being turned down.  

 

Phone – Washington D.C. Sen. John McCain - 202 224 2235  Sen. Jeff Flake -  202 224 4521 

Phone- Arizona Office - Senator Flake - AZ Office: (602)-840-1891   Senator McCain - AZ 

Office: (602) 952-2410 

E-Mail: McCain  https://www.mccain.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact-form 

E-Mail: Flake    https://www.flake.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact-jeff 

 

 

http://www.vuu.org/
http://www.uujaz.org/
http://www.vuu.org/legislative-advocacy/
https://www.indivisibleguide.com/
https://www.indivisibleguide.com/
http://azredistricting.org/districtlocator/
http://www.contactsenators.com/arizona/john-mccain
http://www.contactsenators.com/arizona/jeff-flake
tel:(602)%20840-1891
tel:(602)%20952-2410
https://www.mccain.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact-form
https://www.flake.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact-jeff
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   [Alternative: When you dial 202-224-3121 you are directed to an operator at the Capitol 

switchboard. This switchboard can direct you to both senators as well as representatives.  

Find contact information…  U.S. Representatives:  

WhoIsMyRepresentative.com  
   

  
Action Ideas for Week 10 
 

 January 9   Opening day at the AZ Legislature.  Puente Arizona and many other 
advocacy groups will be holding rallies beginning at 9 a.m. on the Capitol mall.  
Also, the Governor’s opening “State of the State” address is on this day.  Gather on 
the mall at 1700 W. Washington Street.     

 

 Holdover from Week 3.   Sen. Paul Ryan’s survey is still active!  Call today and record 

your support for the Affordable Care Act!  Call  Paul Ryan..  (202) 225-3031 or (202) 

225-0600. Read more about it here.  You can also leave him an e mail message 

http://www.speaker.gov/contact.   

 

 READ “Indivisible:  A Practical Guide for Resisting the Trump Agenda” – outstanding 

analysis of how the Tea Party changed U.S. Politics and how progressives could do the 

same!  Thanks to James, Helen, Heather, Laurel, Jean, and Linda for making me aware of 

this!    

 

 

   

   

  

Mark  Your Calendar  
 
January 9   Opening day at the AZ Legislature.  Begins at 9 a.m.  You can also “Register to 
Speak” if you are there.    

 

January 10 – Congress has scheduled confirmation hearings for Jeff Sessions as Attorney General.  

Senator Sessions has a long history of racist words and deeds.  There will be many advocacy 

groups opposing his confirmation.  

 

January 14 – A major mobilization in support of immigrants and refugees will be held in cities 

throughout the United States, including Phoenix.  

 

January 15 -  Another major mobilization, this one to support health care, including the ACA, 

medicare, social security and medicaid  led by Sen. Bernie Sanders and others to hold President-

elect Trump to his word that he would not destroy these programs.  

 

http://www.whoismyrepresentative.com/
http://www.snopes.com/paul-ryan-conducting-obamacare-phone-survey/
http://www.speaker.gov/contact
https://www.indivisibleguide.com/


3 

 

 

Martin Luther King Day, Monday, January 16…. Join the Martin Luther King Day March and 

watch for “Uniting Faiths….”  as well as other advocacy groups.   Begins 9 a.m. Pilgrim Rest 

Baptist Church (15th street and Jefferson in Phoenix), proceeds along Washington street to 

Margaret Hatch Park at 10 a.m.  (About 2 miles).    

 

January 20 – Inauguration day (early morning)  protest march in Phoenix.  “Join thousands of 

Arizonans from around the state to protest the inauguration of Donald Trump. …l meet at Carnegie Library Park 
at 99 S 12th Ave, Phoenix, AZ, and march/protest to the capital building. Open for all who oppose Donald 
Trump! Feel free to collaborate with your fellow Arizonans to get rides and info about the event. Time from 6am 
to 3pm…. be at the capitol building at 10am AZ time, which will be the time of Trump getting sworn in 12pm 
Eastern time….Bring your signs!!!” 
 

January 20.  Peace Vigil in Phoenix.  Solidarity event. “Hello 
#strongertogetheraz people! We have an event location update for you. We 

spoke earlier today with the Captain of the Capitol PD and he informed us that 
there is a permit-less march/protest taking place at the capitol right up until our 
scheduled event. The coordinators of that protest/march are not working with 
authorities (ADOA or the PD) and we do not want our peaceful attendees to be 
accidentally assumed part of that group and forced to leave the capitol mall. So, 
in order to maintain the peaceful nature of our event, we will be holding our event 
in the Margaret T Hance Park. Same time. Same date. January 20th, 7pm-9pm.  
Wear your safety pins. Bring signs. Bring candles for a peace vigil. Bring family and friends. Peace 
and Love are not dead. They are alive WITHIN US and stronger when we are together. Be there! 

January 20th 7pm.  January 20, 2017 @ 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm   WHERE:  EAST SIDE of  

Margaret Hanch park. 1134 N Central Ave., Phoenix.   Please RSVP,  

www.strongertogetheraz.com  

 

 
Jan. 21.  Women’s March on Washington, Saturday, Jan 21 (day after inauguration).  (Men are 
welcome too).   UUA information on women’s march We have set up a Facebook page for people going to 

the Women's March on Jan 21st. -  Also see 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1617863051849017/?active_tab=discussion.  For more events.  
 
 
Jan. 21.  Women’s marches in Arizona in support of the Jan. 21 March on Washington  At this link 
you may find information about activities in Arizona including marches in Phoenix, Tucson, 
Prescott, Flagstaff, and Sedona.  Most start at 10 a.m.  The site has been updated!   Phoenix 
march is at the Capitol 1700 W. Washington Street, on the mall (east side of Capitol).  Here’s a 
link to the Tucson march.  
 
Feb 5.  Noon.  Reflections on White Privilege.  Led by Patrick Horton, at VUU. 
 
Feb. 20.  UU Day at the Legislature (9:30 to 3, State Capitol 1700 W. Washington). Registration is 
open!  Register at http://www.uujaz.org    

 
   

   

http://www.strongertogetheraz.com/
http://www.strongertogetheraz.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2169332969958991/?active_tab=about
https://www.facebook.com/events/1617863051849017/?active_tab=discussion.
https://www.facebook.com/Womens-March-on-Washington-Arizona-279310659137657/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/womens-march-on-washington-phoenix-march-tickets-30497883992?aff=es2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/womens-march-on-washington-phoenix-march-tickets-30497883992?aff=es2
https://www.facebook.com/WomensMarchOnWashingtonTucson/
http://www.uujaz.org/
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WATCH LIST, ARIZONA 2017 
January 5, 2017 

 

Only a few policy wonks will read all of this!!  Scroll to the policy areas most important for 

you.  If the links don’t work on your browser, these are in alphabetical order.  Here are the 

policy areas: 

 

Economic justice      Education     Health     Immigration & Refugees    Prisons/Crime     

 Racial Justice    Rights (LGBTQ / Women)     Voting and Elections          Water & Environment    

 

Economic Justice   

 

Most of the astounding explosion of income inequality in the United States can be attributed 

to the dynamics of a capitalist economy and the concomitant failure of federal public policy to 

appropriately regulate and protect those that capitalism leaves behind.  Nevertheless, there are 

things that can be done at the state and local levels to help smooth the rough edges of a market 

economy without losing its advantages.  Watch for efforts to weaken minimum wage & 

benefits, weaken the safety nets, cut taxes and expand tax credits. Tax cuts and credits starve 

the general fund and allow people to say, “there just isn’t any money.”   Most of the work will 

be defensive. For the first time in years, the budget hearings in the House will be open to the 

public and to other Legislators.  For the past several years, the budget has been crafted in secret 

by the Governor and a handful of Legislative leaders.  Kudos to J.D. Mesnard, incoming 

Speaker for opening up this process.   

 

 Wages and Benefits.  Proposition 206 passed in 2016, increasing the minimum wage and 

mandating 40 hours of annual earned paid sick time (for larger companies).   Although 

the Legislature cannot overturn a citizen initiative, watch for bills that attempt to 

undermine it, or that prohibit local government from ordinances intended to strengthen 

wages and benefits.  Passage of Proposition 206 sends a powerful message to the 

Governor and Legislature that Arizonans support higher wages and better benefits.  

 

 Safety Net.  In 2015, the Legislature reduced the lifetime eligibility for TANF to one year 

– the lowest in the nation and Arizona is still the only state that limits this assistance to 

needy families to just one year.  Legislation was introduced in 2016 to restore eligibility 

to two years, and another bill would have restored it to five years. Both of these bills 

were sponsored by Democrats and the power of Republican leadership is such that 

neither was even heard by a committee. Without Republican support and sponsorship, 

it is not likely TANF eligibility will be expanded, but legislation to this effect may be 

introduced.  There will be fallout from the Trump administration, too, that could 

threaten food stamps (SNAP, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), Medicaid 

expansion, and even social security and Medicare.  Also, watch for new legislation that 

makes it more difficult to establish eligibility for public assistance. This includes things 
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such as requiring written rather than just oral applications, federal waivers to make 

eligibility for SNAP more restricted  and limitation on use of the EDD (economic debit 

card).   

 

 Tax Cuts.  The Governor campaigned on a pledge to completely eliminate the 

individual income tax and has not yet moved on that promise although he has 

succeeded in cutting taxes every year to the point that public services including 

education are being starved.  Once the general fund is reduced, then the argument 

against adequately funding public services and public infrastructure is simple: “there 

isn’t enough money.”  Yet, it is the Legislature that has cut public funds.  In 2016 

legislation was introduced to allow a voluntary shift to a “flat tax” for everyone making 

$25,000 or less.  Chances are, this is an attempt to gradually eliminate the progressive 

income tax in favor of a flat tax and then no income tax at all. Every year, dozens of bills 

are introduced – and many of them are passed and signed into law – exempting various 

products or businesses from the transaction privilege tax (TPT, the sales tax).   Once a 

business or product of some type is exempt, others claim it would only be fair for them, 

too, to be exempt.  Much of this is incremental but it adds up to a diminished general 

fund and inability to fund education, universities, public services, and public 

infrastructure.  

 

 Tax Credits. One of the clever but insidious strategies used in Arizona and elsewhere to 

starve government and reduce or eliminate a multitude of public services is to offer “tax 

credits” that enable taxpayers to literally reduce their income tax obligation dollar for 

dollar by donating the money to an eligible charity, school, organization, or even some 

businesses.  Arizona currently has 30 tax credits. Many of these are indeed to worthy 

causes.  For example, in 2016, tax credits to charities that serve low income families was 

increased to $400 (from $200, single filing) and $800 (joint filing).  There already were 

tax credits to private schools of over $1,000.  A person who owes, for example, $3,000 in 

state taxes can “shop around” among the 30 available credits and by making donations 

to a multitude of them, can shift approximately $2,600 of the tax money away from the 

general fund to charities, investments in solar energy, investments in other small 

businesses, and both public and private schools. Democrats have stopped supporting 

tax credits entirely – even for projects they would like to see supported. Tax credits are a 

primary tool in the privatization of public services.  Watch for dozens of new tax credits 

to be introduced in 2017.  

 

Useful sources of information are Protecting Arizona’s Families Coalition (PAFCO) and 

Children’s Action Alliance.  CAA usually has an excellent review of revenue information.  
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Education  

 

Arizona’s efforts to privatize public education no doubt will continue and intensify if/when 

Betsy DeVos, a long-time champion of private and charter schools, is  confirmed as U.S. 

Secretary of Education. There has been a decades-old nation-wide strategy to undermine the 

commitment to public education.  While Europe is expanding free public education through 

the college years, the United States is going backward and reducing public support for K-12 

and beyond.  The key issues for 2017 are how to fund public education, resisting 

empowerment scholarship expansion that enables students to “take the money with them” 

from public to private schools, and preventing expansion of tax credits for Student Tuition 

Organizations.  

 

 Funding for K-12 and Beyond.  The Governor appointed a task force after passage of 

Proposition 123 to determine what the “next steps” would be to fund K-12 education.  

Everyone seems to agree that Proposition 123 was only a stop-gap measure that will expire 

in a few years after taking extra money from the State Land Trust, but the task force was 

expected to make specific funding recommendations, such as having a state-wide sales tax 

ear marked for education and other reforms.  Unfortunately, the task force turned in its 

report simply saying that funds were needed, but did not agree on how this could be done.    

Arizona currently is 48th (maybe 50th) in per student funding.  Polls show considerable 

public support for increased funding, yet Gubernatorial and Republican Legislative 

leadership is still missing.  Funding for Universities has also been dramatically reduced, 

forcing higher education increasingly to rely on private funds, tuition, and local 

government.  Watch for legislation to fix these problems, but most don’t expect much.   

Excellent summary in the Dec. 25 Arizona Republic.   

 

 Empowerment Scholarships, Tax Credits, and Student Tuition Organizations.  These are 

the primary policy tools being used to privatize public education in Arizona, and in other 

states.  Empowerment scholarship accounts (ESAs) are the new name for vouchers.  These   

began as a way for parents of disabled students to use the public funds that would be 

provided to a neighborhood public school (district or charter) and pay for their child to be 

educated at a private or religious school (or home schooled) to meet their special needs.  

These have incrementally been expanded by the Legislature so that now all students in 

areas with so-called “failing” public schools (grades of D or F on the state assessment) are 

eligible, as are all students who are siblings of eligible students, military families, children 

on Indian reservations, and others.  In 2016 a bill was introduced to expand eligibility to 

ALL Arizona school children, but it did not patch.  WATCH close, as this bill almost 

certainly will be introduced in 2017.  Tax Credits are the second technique being used to 

strip funds from public schools.  Individuals and corporations can get a dollar for dollar 

reduction in their taxes by donating to  Student Tuition Organizations (STOs)  that, in turn, 

awards “scholarships” to students to attend private or religious schools.  Tax credits can 

also be made through donations to extracurricular activities in public schools.  In 2017, up 

http://www.pfaw.org/media-center/publications/model-to-avoid-arizonas-tuition-tax-credit-law
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to $74 million in corporate tax credits can go to STOs instead of to the AZ general fund. 

The amounts increase automatically each year!   

 

Good sources of information on education and the funding issues are Bringing Up Arizona, 

Arizona School Board Association, and Children’s Action Alliance.  

 
   

  

 

Health  

 

Arizona has a few significant achievements over the past several years in health coverage.  

Under the leadership of former Governor Jan Brewer, AZ expanded its Medicaid program (as 

part of the Affordable Care Act).  In 2016, the Legislature passed SB1457 at the last minute and 

after much drama to re-enroll Arizona in the Children’s Health Initiative Program (CHIP).   

This lifted the freeze on the CHIP program and enabled Arizona to again cover children through 

the federal program whose incomes are slightly higher than needed to be eligible for AHCCCS 

but who are financially unable to afford private insurance.  Estimates vary, but this program 

probably covers about 30,000 children.  Also, in 2016, the Legislature established an ABLE 

program – Achieving a Better Life Balance – for persons with disabilities.  This is part of a 

national program to provide tax free savings accounts for persons with disabilities.  In 2017 

WATCH for bills that will expand AHCCCS coverage for podiatry, occupational therapy, and 

other services not currently covered and possibly other improvements.  A primary objective 

will be to prevent the federal government from repealing the ACA, which would remove 

health insurance (and coverage) from an estimated 700,000 persons in Arizona!  Former Gov. 

Brewer and current Governor Ducey have both urged the feds to have a replacement in place 

before they repeal.   

 

 

   

  

Immigration  

As with many policy areas, most of the work here will be defensive, and the Arizona Legislature 

is quite adept at finding small-scale incremental ways to harass immigrants and make life 

generally miserable for undocumented persons as well as those with legal paperwork. Watch this 

year for a federal plan, promised by President-Elect Donald Trump, to develop a deportation task 

force and begin massive deportations of undocumented persons.  Resistance will focus on 

sanctuaries (and other strategies) but sanctuaries in Arizona are complicated because a 2016 law 

enables any Legislator to require the AZ Attorney General to investigate a city that the Legislator 

says is breaking a state law.  AZ law requires cooperation with the INS, therefore, sanctuary cities 

or churches, schools, within cities are breaking a state law.   
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 Volunteer Opportunity with Restoration Phoenix – to help refugees arriving in Phoenix.  

Contact 1004slk1950@gmail.com  if you can help meet buses, bring supplies, etc.   

.  Here is a sample of bills to watch for.   

 Make it a state crime to be undocumented.  Bills often are introduced making it a state 

crime to be in any public place in Arizona if the person is in violation of a federal or state 

law.  This would enable state law enforcement to question and arrest persons suspected of 

being illegal (that is, profiling!). 

 Opposition to refugee settlement in Arizona.   Bills were introduced in 2016 that would 

have prohibited any reufgees being resettled in  Arizona unless Arizona had also vetted 

them; and another bill called for an audit of refugees in Arizona.  There was legislation that 

required any organization housing refugees to be liable for any crimes they comit within 

the next five years and to have insurancxe against such crimes.    

 Making “sanctuary cities” illegal.  A bill to do this did not pass, but almost as bad, the 

Legislature passed legislation permitting any legislator to direct the Attorney General to 

investigate any city or local government that the legislator believes is breaking the law.  

This bill is especially pernicious not just for immigration, but for other policy areas as cities 

and counties in Arizona tend to be more progressive than the Legislature.  Arizona law 

requires cooperation with INS, therefore sanctuary cities are technically illegal.  

 Other bills that did not pass in 2016 but made some progress and probably will be 

introduced again include legislation to prohibit local government from issuing municipal 

IDs and bills that create two systems of justice in Arizona – such as enhancing penalties for 

undocumented persons convicted of misdemeanors or felonies, and legislation that 

prohibits early release. 

 Legislation that would be helpful to refugees, undocumented immigrants, and legal 

immigrants always is introduced (by Democrats), but with the powerful control of 

legislative leaders by Republicans, these bills usually are not even heard in committee.    

 

There are several very active pro-immigrant advocacy groups in Arizona, especially Puente, 

puenteaz.org   

 
   

  

Racial Justice  

 

It is difficult to find explicit legislation in Arizona that targets minority populations by name.  

Instead, laws that negatively target minority people—intended or unintended--  are the ones to 

watch.   There are possibilities for some bi-partisan reforms in terms of sentencing and 

juvenile crime.  

 Crime / Prisons.  Sentencing reform, diversion programs, early release, and elimination of 

mandatory minimums would help reduce the mass incarceration that mainly impacts 

black men. Bills will be introduced in 2017 and some might have a chance to advance. On 

 

mailto:1004slk1950@gmail.com
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the other side, private prison expansion will continue in 2017 due to previous legislation 

and almost certainly bills will be introduced to expand spending for the Department of 

Corrections and private prison beds.  

 Voting.  New legislation may appear that makes it more difficult to register and vote in 

Arizona.  The 2016 major reform of the state election law makes it harder for “get out the 

vote” initiatives to insure that minorities, elderly, and others stay on the early voting lists 

and actually get their ballots cast.   

 Women’s Reproductive Rights.  Legislation that restricts access to abortion or in other 

ways makes it more difficult to access reproductive services (such as defunding Planned 

Parenthood) impacts all women, but especially minority and low income women.  

 Tax  Credits, Tax Exemptions, Tax Cuts.   Legislation such as tax credits or empowerment 

scholarships and any other legislation that reduces the general fund also reduces funding 

for public schools. Estimates are that schools with high Latina/o enrollment only receive 

about 1/6 the funds from tax credits as majority-white schools.  

 Anti-muslim legislation may appear in the form of refusing to take refugees, requiring 

state-level “vetting” before refugees can be resettled in Arizona, and other measures 

intended to target or prohibit people from mid-eastern countries or who practice the 

Islamic religion.  

 Increased Funding to Colleges and Universities.  Education for more than a century has 

been the engine of upward mobility for minorities and low income whites.  Making higher 

education – community colleges and universities—more affordable is a key. 

 Legislation often is introduced to require a “racial impact” statement for every bill where 

it is relevant, just as a “fiscal” impact statement is required.  This legislation in 2016 was 

not heard in a committee.  

 

Black Lives Matter, Arizona, has become a key advocacy group for African Americans and 

Puente for Hispanics.  The NAACP remains a strong voice for African Americans.  

 
   

  

Water and Environment 

Many of the environmental issues in Arizona are fought out in the Corporation Commission, 

which this year will have five Republicans only one of whom is viewed as sympatheti to solar 

energy and other environmental concerns.  Also, a key tactic of the state Legislature is to 

prohibit local governments from enacting environmental-friendly legislation.  Watch for a 

return of bills that almost passed last year, including one to repeal the Arizona State Parks 

Board and legislation that would exempt some areas (and developers) from 100 year water 

supply requirements.   The Governor vetoed two water-releated bills introduced in the 2016 

legislature: SB1268 and SB1400.  These may come back in modified form in 2017. SB1268 

sought to remove the requirement for developers to demonstrate that they have an adequate 

water supply (100 years) before development can proceed in areas outside of established cities 

and towns.  SB1400 was related (and also vetoed) in that it would have permitted the 
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mandatory water adequacy provisions to expire in five years, and in two years for counties that 

aleady had adopted them.   Legislation to not comply with EPA regulations and to prevent re-

introduction of wolves into Arizona can be expected.  

 

The Sierra club of Arizona is a good resource to keep track of how Arizona is treating its water 

supply and other environmental issues.  

 
   

  

Prisons and Crime     

 

   There may be some criminal and juvenile justice bills worth supporting as there are some 

indications of a continuation of bi-partisan support for reducing the growth in the prison 

population and for providing services (such as drug treatment) to prevent recidivism. Although 

there usually are bills increasing the penalties for one or another criminal offense, most of the 

increase in sentencing has already been accomplished!  Watch also for bills trying to protect 

police from accusations of profiling or excessive use of force.  Private prison expansion will stay 

on the agenda, and the private sector companies are attempting to expand into probation and 

parole services, too.  

  

 

   

  

Voting & Elections:  Democracy 

 

National Popular Vote Compact / Electoral College Reform.  Watch especially for opportunities 

to reform / replace the electoral college system without having a constitutional amendment.  

Arizona was very close last year to passing legislation in which Arizona would join a state 

compact mandating that electors vote for the national popular vote winner.  This compact has 

already been passed in almost a dozen states and would become effective when enough states 

pass it that they have 270 electoral votes – the number needed to win.  

 

Voting Encouragement and Suppression.  Almost certainly there will be a spate of bills to make 

it more difficult to vote as the Legislature attempts to get around court rulings like those in North 

Carolina that have struck down efforts to limit voting.  Watch for bills to get people off the 

permanent early voting rolls, to shorten election time periods for early voting, to avoid automatic 

voter registration, to require additional ID, to limit polling places.  Also, we can expect bills that 

will encourage voting, such as automatic voter registration at Department of Motor Vehicles, bills 

to keep people on the early voting list, bills to overturn the 2016 legislation that criminalizes 

delivery of early ballots by anyone other than the voter or family member.  
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Article V Convention. We can expect renewed calls for an “Article V” convention to require a 

balanced federal budget. There are several different strategies used in Arizona in the past for 

trying to get Congress to call an “Article V” convention in which the states by-pass Congress and 

send delegates to a convention that can rewrite the Constitution – or at least, selected parts of it.  

Several passed the House in 2016 but none was heard in the Senate.  HB2457 in 2016 would have 

Arizona join a compact to require a balanced federal budget and once enough states (34) have 

joined the compact, an Article V application would be made by all to Congress and Congress 

would be required, by Article V of the Constitution, to call such a convention.  HCR 2010 also in 

2016 called for an Article V convention but uses much broader language so that the delegates 

would amend the constitution to “impose fiscal restraints on the federal government, limit the 

power and jurisdiction of the federal government, and limit the terms of office for its officials and 

for members of Congress.”  Another strategy also calls for an Article V convention to require a 

balanced budget, but this one foregoes the “compact” of states.  It failed in the House.   

Progressives generally oppose these efforts out of concern that once a convention is called, it 

could become a “runaway” convention and completely rewrite the U.S. constitution.  

 

Independent Redistricting Commission; Elected Membership.  Legislation passed both the 

House and Senate in 2016 that would put to a public vote a proposal to amend the state 

Constitution to make members of the Independent Redistricting Commission elected at the 

regular general election.  This did not receive final passage because of the logjam at the end of the 

session, but almost certainly will be introduced again in 2017. Progressives oppose this, as it 

would destroy the bi-partisan characteristics of the commission.  

 

Other Democracy Issues.  Chances are, 2017 will see legislation introduced to weaken the ability 

of citizens to pass legislation through initiatives, elect (rather than appoint) the Independent 

Redistricting Commission, to limit the authority or eliminate the Clean Elections Commission, to 

elect Arizona Supreme Court judges, and to reduce transparency in campaign finance, to make it 

easier for the Legislature to override citizen initiatives.  

 

 
   

   

Rights: Women, LBGTQ, Other 

This probably will not be a good year for protecting women’s reproductive rights or the rights 

of LBGTQ groups.  There are almost always numerous bills introduced to restrict abortion, 

eliminate funding for Planned Parenthood, and to use religion as an excuse to discriminate.  

The Center for Arizona Policy is likely to have increased access to Republican leadership as 

one of their top staff persons is now on the payroll of J.D. Mesnard, incoming speaker of the 

House.  There is no indication yet exactly what bills may be introduced, or whether they will 

be easily identified or last minute “strike everything” legislation that is difficult to oppose. 
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Techniques may include restrictions on abortion clinics, requirements for pharmacies, 

exemptions of businesses for “religious” reasons from anti-discrimination legislation.  
  

Find YOUR State legislative district here:  http://azredistricting.org/districtlocator/ 

 

Find contact information…  U.S. Representatives:  WhoIsMyRepresentative.com   

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

  

Reading The Issue Wonk?  A weekly progressive wrap-up from around the United States and 

the world.  Well worth the time!  Sign up here. (It’s free).   

 

Looking for someplace to spend a Sunday morning that is peaceful, joyful, progressive,  

focused on life’s most important questions, and how to make the world a better place?  Try the 

Valley Unitarian Universalist congregation (6400 W. Del Rio, Chandler) just east of I-10 on Ray 

Road.  

 

Sometimes it is important just to elect more progressive people!  Take a look at the Arizona 

List. 

 

Want to be better acquainted with Unitarian Universalism and its advocacy programs, check out 

UUJAZ!    

 

 

   

  

The 50 Week Action Plan will provide one or two ideas each week for progressive social action 

showing continued support for public policy and policy proposals that contribute to a more 

socially-just society.  We stand opposed to public policy and policy proposals that are 

disrespectful to any group or person, anti-democratic, unfair especially to the least advantaged 

among us, and harmful to the web of life on our planet.  (See previous weeks at  

http://www.vuu.org/legislative-advocacy/    

 

 

The AZ Legislative Alert THANKS those individuals, groups, and organizations that spread 

the word about participating in A 50-Week-Plan including The Issue Wonk    Valley 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Arizona List, UUJAZ- Unitarian Universalist Justice 

Arizona Network, and other unnamed participants. Groups or organizations that would like 

to be named here, contact  legislativealert@vuu.org to express your interest and get more 

information.  

http://azredistricting.org/districtlocator/
http://www.whoismyrepresentative.com/
http://www.issuewonk.com/page.asp?id=1
http://www.vuu.org/
https://www.arizonalist.org/
https://www.arizonalist.org/
http://www.uujaz.org/
http://www.vuu.org/legislative-advocacy/
http://www.issuewonk.com/page.asp?id=1
http://www.vuu.org/
http://www.vuu.org/
https://www.arizonalist.org/
https://www.arizonalist.org/
http://www.uujaz.org/
mailto:legislativealert@vuu.org
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The Arizona Legislative Alert is a project of the Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation (Chandler) and 

UUJAZ (Unitarian Universalist Justice Arizona Network).   Anne L. Schneider, Ph.D., is a retired political science 

professor and former Dean of the College of Public Programs at Arizona State University.   

 

Contact legislativeadvocacy@vuu.org to join or resign from the AZ Legislative Alert.  

 

 

   

  
 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation – 
 Senior Minister, Rev. Andy Burnette; Visiting Minister, Rev. Earl Holt (September through mid-November); Music 

Minister, Rev. Kellie Walker; Director of Life-Span Religious Education, Marci Beaudoin. Administrator, Sue Ringler.  

Located: 6400 W. Del Rio Drive, Chandler, AZ   480 899 4249   www.vuu.org     For previous copies of the Arizona 

Legislative Alert, and for all weeks (so far) of the 50 Week Action Plan go to    https://www.vuu.org/legislative-

advocacy.  VUU holds services each Sunday at 10:30.  You are welcome here! 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5PIX_N71xS6eW1oZlBJbXhHckU 

 

  

 

 Unitarian Universalist Justice Arizona Network --  Executive Director Rev. Lisa 

McDaniel-Hutchings; Justice Coordinator…. Alison Wood    Policy Coordinator,  Anne L. Schneider.  Board 

Members, UUJAZ: Sharon Travis, Liz Swan (Chair),Rev. Matthew Crary, Bobbi Bollinger.   www.uujaz.org.   

 

 

 

   

 

mailto:legislativeadvocacy@vuu.org
http://www.vuu.org/
http://www.vuu.org/
https://www.vuu.org/legislative-advocacy
https://www.vuu.org/legislative-advocacy
http://www.uujaz.org/
http://www.uujaz.org/

